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Mentors: A Young Entrepreneur’s Secret Weapon

Jonathan WONG
Project Director, The Center for Entrepreneurship, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

“Mentor” is a term commonly used in startup competitions. Are mentors vital to startups? Mentors,
they have been there, done that, and have seen it all. Yet a woeful number of entrepreneurs start
their business without one. Most successful tech titans were founded by people who had mentors.
Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg was mentored by Steve Jobs. Jobs was mentored by Mike Markkula
— an early investor and executive at Apple. Eric Schmidt mentored Larry Page and Sergey Brin of
Google. Do startups need a mentor? What role does a mentor play? This article reviews the impact
a mentor can have on startups and provides guidance for both mentor and mentee.
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Mentors: A Young Entrepreneur’s What is mentorship? This term is used
Secret Weapon often in articles and competitions related to

startups. Is it vital for a startup to have mentor?
What makes a good mentor and a good mentee?
Do you need one, can you be one? Research

1.What Is Mentorship?
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